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production notes


	Production
	I started in pre-production in September of 2004, started filming in November, finished filming in June of 2005, and finished editing in December of 2005. My intention was to do a local, balanced documentary on the issue. In the process, I contacted over 150 people trying to get interviews across the entire range of local people – regular citizens, businesses, clergy, senior citizens, students, political organizations, health care professionals, everyone… I was able to interview 61 individuals, couples, or organizations. It was very difficult to find politicians and conservatives who were willing to talk.



	Topics
	The issues and aspects around the marriage controversy are rather complex. The documentary "Marriage Dialogues" looks at the controversy through several views:
· What are the community definitions of marriage?
· What do gay couples want?
· Why is this an issue?
· How does religion play into the controversy?
· What role does the government have?
· What about the separation of church and state?
· What benefits are there to being married?
· Is homosexuality a choice?
· What about the gay lifestyle?
· If same-sex marriages are allowed, what will happen next?
· How does this issue relate to children?
· Are civil unions a good compromise?
· How does the community feel about the issue?



	Director’s statement
	I was motivated to do "Marriage Dialogues" after some of the press reports around Marilyn Musgrave's efforts to amend the US constitution defining marriage as being between one man and one woman. (Congresswoman Musgrave is the local representative from Northern Colorado to the United States House.) Even though I didn't have any direct involvement with the issue, I didn't understand why some people were so concerned about allowing same sex couples to marry. 

The interviews were, essentially, conversations. I would normally start out with the question “how do you define marriage” and then let the conversation go where it would. I would ask some follow-up or related questions, but most times, the key topics were discussed without any additional questions. At times it would have been very nice to have a crew, but I feel that I would not have been able to get the real and intimate conversations.

I knew the project would be ambitious, but it turned out to be a much bigger project than I expected. There are many aspects I would liked to have included, but I was trying to make an accessible documentary. I worked hard to present the range of opinions and, in the end, I think I’ve maintained a good balance in the finished piece.

The finished documentary is a community view into the issue - a microcosm. I feel I now understand many of the concerns of conservatives, even if I may not agree with them.
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